354               LORD RIPON'S CONVERSION

Englishmen are learning that Catholics can serve the
English people.

I could not help writing all this. Let me ask you to
offer my kind remembrances to Lady Ripen. Be sure
that I shall not fail to pray for every blessing on you
both,

In his public life as a Catholic he was foremost in
promoting every interest of the Church within his
power* First as member, then in 1890 as President, of
the Society of St, Vincent cle Paul, a position he held to
the cud of his life, he was present as far as possible at
every general meeting, and personally assisted special
cases of distress for tea to twenty yeans. His zeal for the
conversion of the heathen was seen in his prominent
support of St, Joseph's Missionary College, and his care
for Catholic interests at home was evinced in his watch
over them as Vice-President of the Catholic Union.
Abroad, his sympathy for the expelled religious was
seen in his purchase of the Convent of San Damian,
where he re-established the Franciscan Friars, Educa-
tion had always !n*en a foremost subject with him, and
in the Cabinet ho strove to obtain fair treatment for the
Catholic schools, and was himself Chairman of the Leeds
and Middlesbrough Diocese School Association* His
inner Catholic life was faithfully regulated and observed.
An alarum clock woke him at 6 a.m. and gave him an
hour's prayer, the New Testament, Imitatiun of Christ,
and the Beads, before his valet appeared at 7 a,m. He
heard M&ts daily, though in London he was fifteen
minutes distant from the church. He confessed every
Saturday and frequently communicated. His special
devotionVVUH the Klessecl Sacrament. He loved to
carry the canopy in the Kueharistie procession, and
when, owing to his failing health* leave was given for
him to have a private chapel, he took all pains to have
it handsomely furnished* lie always attended High
Mass, though owing to his deafness he could hear little
of either music or sermon. Ik* resigned his seat in the
Cabinet owing to the opposition offered to the Eucharistic
Procession, and of his enforced absence from that
Procession at the Eucharistic Congress he said that he
had missed one of the opportunities of his life.